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powers to use their influence with the local Governments
to induce them to facilitate the construction of the canal,
and to establish a free port at each end of it By the
fifth article the two powers " engage that when the said
canal shall have been completed, they will protect it from
interruption, seizure, or unjust confiscation, and that they
will guarantee the neutrality thereof, so that the said
canal may be for ever open and free." This guarantee is
however made conditional upon the absence of unfair
discriminations, oppressive exactions, or unreasonable
tolls on the part of the management. By the sixth article
the contracting parties agree to invite other states " to
enter into stipulations with them similar to those which
they have entered into with each other." They also
agree that " each shall enter into treaty stipulations with
such of the Central American states as they may deem
advisable, for the purpose of more effectually carrying
out the great design of this convention, namely that of
constructing and maintaining the said canal as a ship
communication between the two oceans for the benefit
of mankind on equal terms to all, and of protecting the
same.3' Each of the two Governments covenants to use
its good offices on behalf of the other in the negotiation
of such treaties, if requested to do so; and both agree
that in the case of any differences between the Central
American states as to territorial rights over the soil
through which the canal is to pass, they will assist in
the settlement of such differences " in the manner best
suited to promote the interests of the said canal." The
seventh article provides that the contracting parties shall
give their support to the first persons or company ready
to make the canal with the consent of the local authori-
ties, and in accordance with the principles set forth in